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CEDAR CITY — A man 
charged with embezzling 
$176,698 from the Paiute Indian 
Tribe of Utah appeared in 5th 
District Court Wednesday on 
motions filed in his case that 
were either denied or continued 
for another date.

Jeffrey Charles Zander, 55, 
pleaded not guilty to third-de-

gree felony bur-
glary earlier this 
month in district 
court, and has yet 
to appear in fed-
eral court on al-
legations he stole 
money from the 
Bureau of Indian 

Affairs between 2005 and 2008 
while acting as the tribe’s eco-
nomic development director.

In court Wednesday, Judge 
John Walton denied a motion in 
which Zander claimed any de-
cisions made by Judge Michael 
Westfall in his case must be va-
cated, as Westfall recused himself 
in matters relating to the defen-
dant, said Iron County Attorney 
Scott Garrett.

Walton also denied a motion 
in which Zander claimed Iron 
County does not have jurisdic-

tion over him because the alleged 
crimes occurred on Paiute tribe 
land. “We have concurrent ju-
risdiction with the Feds to pros-
ecute crimes involving the tribe,” 
Garrett said. “That’s the arrange-
ment. We’re local and handle 
them often.”

The final motion Zander sub-
mitted was for the Paiute Tribe to 
comply with a subpoena he sub-
mitted to the court in which he 

claims the tribe did not respond.
Garrett said Walton continued 

this matter, saying the tribe would 
be contacted about the subpoena, 
but no date has been set for the 
continuance.

The burglary case is one of two 
pending in 5th District Court. 
The second involves nine fel-
ony counts of theft and forgery  
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CEDAR CITY — Getting ready to 
save a dog that’s fallen down a mine 
shaft sounds scary, but rescue crew 
members like Corbin Allred said they 
jump at the chance to put their skills to 
use and save a life.

Buster, Parowan resident Bob Giles’ 
playful black mutt, fell down a 30-
foot hole, possibly an old mine shaft, 
in the Parowan red hills west of town 
Wednesday morning while chasing a 
rabbit.

Giles and members of the Utah 
Geological Survey had been in the area, 
located off a dirt road at the Parowan 
Gap, when Buster shot off running and 

didn’t see the hole, Giles said.
“By the time he saw (the hole) it was 

too late, he was already committed to 
sliding down in there, and the rocks 
were so loose, he couldn’t stop him-
self from sliding,” Giles said, watching 
while the rescue crew prepared to send 
Allred into the hole to retrieve Buster.

Within half an hour of harnessing, 
Iron County Search and Rescue mem-
bers slowly pulled Allred and the dog 
out of the deep hole, rocks sliding, 
Giles helping alongside the crew by 
tugging the rope back.

“Are you the one who saved him?” 
Giles asked Allred with a huge grin as 
the crew released Buster and watched 
him run, uninjured, around his rescu-

ers. “I’m so, so grateful for all of you for 
saving him.”

Iron County Sheriff ’s Office Deputy 
Jeremy Holm said it’s the sheriff ’s call 
on how and who responds. The 20-
person rescue crew started more than 
three years ago, and has responded 
to similar calls across the county, in-
cluding the iron mines and Cedar 
Mountain.

In this instance, the crew used an 
Arizona vortex, which is a large tripod 
from which the person rappelling can 
hang off for safety while crewmembers 
can hold onto the legs of the vortex and 
the person’s ropes.

By David DeMille
ddemille@thespectrum.com

ST. GEORGE — U.S. Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, is making another push 
for a balanced budget amendment to 
the Constitution to help with the na-
tion’s $14 trillion debt.

Hatch and Sen. John Cornyn, R-
Texas, backed by 19 other Republican 
senators, unveiled the latest effort 
Wednesday, arguing that the country’s 
financial future is at stake with deficits 
rising and Congress having failed to pass 
a balanced budget since before 2000.

“Time after time, Washington has 
promised to bring down the debt, but 
then kept the spending going, increas-

ing the mountain of debt our kids and 
grandkids will have to pay for,” Hatch 
said. “A Balanced Budget Amendment 
is a surefire way of making sure we end 
that dangerous cycle.”

The 34-year veteran of the Senate 
has tried for decades to pass the mea-
sure, coming as close as one vote in 

Balanced Budget Amendment
Mandates that total budgetary outlays for any fiscal year 

not exceed total revenues.
Caps federal spending at 20 percent of GDP.
Requires the President to submit a balanced budget to 

Congress every fiscal year.
Requires two-thirds vote in both House and Senate on any 

measure that raises taxes.
Provisions can be waived if there is a formal declaration of war, if the 

U.S. is engaged in a military conflict constituting a threat to national secu-
rity, or if two-thirds of both the House and Senate approve.
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Embezzling suspect appears in court
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ST. GEORGE — Utah 
Gov. Gary Herbert 
stressed his commitment 
to economic recovery and 
preserving states’ rights 
Wednesday during his State of the State address 
in Salt Lake City.

Saying he understands many Utahns are still strug-
gling to find work and pay the bills, Herbert suggested 
Utah is in better shape than most states coming out 
of the recession and vowed to maintain services and 
help the economy grow without raising taxes.

“Despite our challenges, the state of our state 
is strong and its course is sure,” Herbert said, ac-
knowledging that a $313 million deficit must be 
addressed, but calling it “manageable” compared 
with multi-billion dollar deficits elsewhere.

Herbert spelled out four “cornerstones” for the 
state to focus on in the next year — education, energy 
development, job creation and self-determination.

While state lawmakers, who began their annual 
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Gov. Gary Herbert gives the State of the State 
address in the Utah House of Representatives 
Chamber at the State Capitol on Wednesday, 
in Salt Lake City. MIKE TERRY / AP
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Parowan resident Bob Giles got his dog, Buster, back safe and sound with the help of Iron County Search and 
Rescue after the animal fell approximately 30 feet down a mine shaft Wednesday in the Red Hills just West of 
Parowan. NUR KAUSAR / DAILY NEWS

Canine rescue successful

SEE RESCUE ON A3

On the Web
Read the text of 

Gov. Gary Herbert’s 
State of the State 
address at www.
utah.gov/governor.

Hatch
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pertaining to a stolen 
checkbook belonging to his 

wife’s ex-husband. 
Zander was arrested in 

Nebraska after he was pulled 
over the first week in January 
on a warrant issued by the 
U.S. District Court following 

a joint investigation by the 
FBI and IRS. His federal trial 
is set for March 21.

Bureau Chief Jennifer 
Weaver contributed to this 
report.

COURT
Continued from A1

1997, but has come up short 
a dozen times. This time, 
given conservative victories 
in November and a general 
agreement among Congress  
members that the debt has 
risen too high, Hatch said the 
amendment’s time has come.

“This strong group 
of senators backing this 
amendment demonstrates 
to the American people 
how serious we are about 
getting our fiscal house in 
order,” he said.

Critics say the amend-
ment would hamstring the 

government in emergen-
cies, such as the recent re-
cession, when a lack of fed-
eral dollars may have cost 
numerous jobs.

However, the sena-
tors said the measure was 
needed to create a real limit 
to federal spending.

“We are facing a fiscal cri-
sis, and everyone agrees that 
our nation is on an unsus-
tainable path,” Cornyn said.

Congress must approve 
new spending by the time a 
continuing resolution ends 
in March, when they could 
raise the legal debt limit, 
which stands at $14.29 
trillion.

The deficit was nearly $1.3 

trillion for fiscal year 2010, 
which ended in October, ac-
cording to the Congressional 
Budget Office.

The balanced budget 
amendment would require 
a two-thirds vote in the fed-
eral House and Senate and 
state legislatures. It would 
require Congress not pass 
a budget in which spend-
ing outpaced revenue, re-
quire a two-thirds vote to 
pass any tax increases and 
cap the annual budget at 20 
percent of the gross domes-
tic product.

Any of the limitations 
could be waived during war 
times or during a threat to 
national security.

BUDGET
Continued from A1

session on Monday, are eye-
ing cuts across the board to 
balance the books, Herbert is 
pushing to dip into the state’s 
reserve funds and to change 
the way Utah collects taxes 
from self-employed people to 
help keep budgets whole. He 
has suggested using some of 
the money to make up for two 
years of unfunded growth in 
schools, saying the larger class 
sizes could affect learning.

Schools have gone with-
out new funding the last two 
years, despite 25,000 new 
students. Another 14,000 or 
so are expected to enter the 
system next year.

“We can only add so much 
water to the soup without di-
luting the quality,” he said.

On energy, Herbert advo-
cated making wind, solar and 
geothermal power “an im-
portant and expanding” part 
of the state’s sources, but said 
the base load would come 
from fossil fuels — or nuclear, 
saying it is “time for a debate” 
about nuclear power.

To accelerate job cre-
ation, Herbert said the state 
needed to increase access 
to capital for startup busi-
nesses, expand global vision 
and international business 
and help rural areas attract 
new employers.

Herbert also stressed that 
Utah would prefer to use its 
own “self-determination” to 
accomplish its goals, saying 
he would fight back against 
the federal government if 

it took steps deemed to be 
overreaching, including 
mandates coming from fed-
eral health care reform that 
he said is unconstitutional.

“I remind Washington, 
we are state, not a colony,” 
he said. “I assure you, on my 
watch Utah will not stand 
idly by.”

Sen. Dennis Stowell, R-
Parowan, said he was en-
couraged by the governor’s 
strong stance against federal 
encroachment. With some 
of his district in the midst of 
developing a new manage-
ment resource plan, Stowell 
said the federal government 
has overstepped its bounds 
in regards to land use, as well 
as other areas.

“I think that’s one of the 
big problems we’ve got in 
Southwest Utah,” he said.

Rep. Don Ipson, R-St. 
George, said he came away 
encouraged by the speech 
and Herbert’s general plans 
for economic growth.

“It’s obvious that he really 
gets it,” Ipson said. “He’s put 
things in place to try and re-
ally make a difference. He’s a 
guy who understands what it 
takes to run a business, he’s a 
guy who knows how impor-
tant education can be, what 
difference it can make.”

Democrats, who make 
up a small minority in 
Utah’s mostly conserva-
tive Legislature, have been 
staunchly opposed to any 
cuts to education and have 
called it a waste of time to 
pass some lawmakers’ “mes-
sage bills” aimed at asserting 
state sovereignty.

Gov. Gary Herbert is congratulated by Utah law-
makers on the floor of the House of Representatives 
Chamber following the State of the State address at 
the State Capitol on  Wednesday in Salt Lake City.   
MIKE TERRY / AP
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Allred communicated to 
his crew from below, telling 
them Buster had a drink of 
water, was harnessed and 
ready to come up.

“The second I got down 
there he just crawled in be-
tween my legs and stayed 
there, his tail tucked. He 
immediately started kiss-
ing me,” said Allred, who 
is a paramedic with Iron 
County Ambulance and 
formerly worked as a 
climbing instructor. The 
rescue crew recruited him 
when he moved to Iron 
County.

The crew discussed the 
rescue upon completion, 
going over their steps and 
what they could have done 
better.

“What was the big-
gest risk today? Rocks,” 
said crewmember Trevor 
Pollock, asking other mem-
bers what they would have 
done if an unconscious 
person instead of a healthy 
dog had fallen down that 
hole.

Bill Lund with the Utah 
Geological Survey called 
for help when Buster fell 
and stayed through the 
entirety of the rescue, say-
ing he would let the proper 
authorities know what hap-

pened that afternoon.
“We think this is BLM 

land, but we’ll tell them and 
the Utah Division of Oil, 
Gas and Mining so they 
can do something about it,” 
Lund said on how to pre-

vent future falls in the area.
The hole did not have 

signs or ropes around it 
when the group entered the 
area, but the rescue crew 
taped it off in case people 
come by in the near future.

Harmony Valley Fire District volunteer Matt Goodman, Parowan resident Bob 
Giles and Iron County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Jeremy Holm pull a rope that is har-
nessed to a rescuer and Giles’ dog Buster, pulling the two out of a 30-foot hole 
Buster fell down Wednesday in the Parowan Red Hills. NUR KAUSAR / DAILY NEWS

RESCUE
Continued from A1

By Alex Veiga
AP Real Estate Writer

LOS ANGELES — The 
foreclosure crisis is getting 
worse as high unemploy-
ment and lackluster job 
prospects force homeown-
ers in an increasing num-
ber of U.S. metropolitan 
areas into dire financial 
straits.

In Seattle, Houston and 
Chicago, cities that were 
relatively insulated from 
foreclosures early on in the 
housing bust, a growing 
number of homeowners 
are falling behind on mort-
gage payments and finding 
themselves on the receiving 
end of foreclosure warn-
ings. Others have already 
seen their homes repos-
sessed by lenders.

All told, foreclosure ac-
tivity jumped in 149 of 
the country’s 206 larg-
est metropolitan areas last 
year, foreclosure listing 
firm RealtyTrac Inc. said 
Thursday.

The firm tracks notices 
for defaults, scheduled 
home auctions and home 
repossessions — warnings 
that can lead up to a home 
eventually being lost to 
foreclosure.

Job loss, rather than 
time-bomb mortgages re-
setting to higher payments, 
has become the main driver 
behind rising foreclosures. 

“We’ve actually had a 
sea change in what’s caus-
ing foreclosures, from the 
overheated home prices 
and bad loans to a sec-

ond wave of foreclosures 
actually caused by unem-
ployment and economic 
displacement,” says Rick 
Sharga, a senior vice presi-
dent at RealtyTrac.

The Houston-Sugar 
Land-Baytown metro-
politan area in Texas saw 
its foreclosure rate jump 
26 percent from 2009, the 
largest increase among the 
top 20 biggest metro areas, 
the firm said.

S e a t t l e - T a c o m a -
Bellevue, in Washington, 
ranked second with an in-
crease of nearly 23 percent, 
while the Atlanta-Sandy 
Springs-Marietta metro 
area in Georgia was third 
with a 21 percent bump.

In the Chicago-
Naperville-Joliet metro-

politan area, foreclosure 
activity rose 16 percent, 
while home repossessions 
climbed nearly 20 percent, 
RealtyTrac said.

“As the economy and 
unemployment improve, 
you’ll see those markets re-
cover fairly quickly, whereas 
you’re still going to have a 
bit of a hangover in places 
like California, Florida and 
Nevada,” Sharga said.

Those states, and 
Arizona, remain the coun-
try’s foreclosure hotbeds, 
accounting for 19 of the 
top 20 metropolitan areas 
with the highest foreclo-
sure rates in 2010. 

Still, foreclosure activity 
in many of the metro areas 
in these states actually de-
clined last year.

Metro foreclosures increase
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